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Introduction 
 

High speed Internet access through Broadband technology is widely recognized as a core 
enabling platform for economic growth, education, health care, public safety, commerce, 
entertainment, communication, and quality of life.  This is evident in the number of Americans 
utilizing Broadband, which has expanded exponentially.  Citizens using Broadband at home have 
grown from 8 million in 2000 to nearly 200 million in 2010.  But there remains today nearly 100 
million Americans who still have not adopted use of this technology.  This has led to the creation 
of the Digital Divide in America: those who have access to the benefits of Broadband and those 
who do not.  In many cases, those who do not have Broadband access are residents who live in 
remote rural areas or families living in or near poverty.  Unfortunately these Americans without 
access are often the ones who stand to gain the most from the benefits of Broadband. 

 

The federal government has long recognized the importancet of this technology.  For many years 
it has been tracking the adoption of Broadband in the United States as compared to rates of 
adoption in other advanced countries.  Congress has launched multiple initiatives in an effort to 
improve America’s global competitiveness and address the growing Digital Divide.  In 2008 the 
Broadband Data Improvement Act (BDIA) was enacted to create a framework for improving the 
quality of Federal and State data regarding the availability and quality of Broadband services and 
to promote the deployment of affordable Broadband services to all parts of the Nation.  Then in 
early 2009 Congress directed the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to develop the 
National Broadband Plan to address what it considered to be the great infrastructure challenge of 
the 21st century and ensure every American has access to Broadband capability.  Specifically the 
FCC was charged with developing a plan that included a detailed strategy for achieving 
affordability and maximizing the use of Broadband to advance consumer welfare, civic 
participation, public safety and homeland security, community development, healthcare delivery, 
energy independence and efficiency, education, employee training, private sector investment, 
entrepreneurial activity, job creation and economic growth, and other national purposes.  This 
plan was completed and published in the spring of 2010.  In February of 2009 Congress passed 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), commonly known as the Stimulus Act.  
Approximately $7.2 billion was appropriated to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and 
the U.S. Department of Commerce (DOC) to fund Broadband programs.  The USDA, through 
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), launched the Broadband Initiatives Program with $2.5 billion 
in funding as a competitive loan/grant program to fund the deployment of new network 
infrastructure.  The DOC, through the National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration with $4.7 billion in funding, launched the Broadband Technology Opportunities 
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Program (BTOP)1 grant program and the State Broadband Data and Development (SBDD)2

 

 
grant program.  The BTOP program funded competitive grants for the deployment of new 
network infrastructure, expansion of Public Computer Center capacity, and innovative programs 
to encourage sustainable adoption of Broadband service.  The SBDD program funded a single 
eligible entity in each state to undertake the tasks and objectives set forth in the BDIA. 

The Division of Administration Office of Information Technology (OIT) was chosen to serve as 
the eligible SBDD entity for the State of Louisiana.  Under this program and in association with 
the Louisiana Broadband Advisory Council, OIT has undertaken the Louisiana Broadband 
Initiative.  In support of this initiative, OIT is launching a Technical Assistance Program for 
local governments in targeted parishes that have been identified as un-served or underserved 
with respect to Broadband availability and/or experiencing low rates of Broadband adoption.  As 
a component of the Technical Assistance Program, funding is being made available to the local 
governments on a competitive basis for planning efforts or demonstration projects to address 
barriers to Sustainable Broadband Adoption through the Louisiana Communities Broadband 
Grant Program.   

 

  

                                                             
1 For more information on the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program, see 
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2009/FR_BBNOFA_090709.pdf. 
2  For more information on the State Broadband Data and Development Act, see the Notice of Funds Availability 
(NOFA) at http://www.ntia.doc.gov/frnotices/2009/FR_BroadbandMappingNOFA_090708.pdf 
 



5 
 

ACRONYMS 
ARRA American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (2009) 

BDIA  Broadband Data Improvement Act 

DOC  Department of Commerce (U.S.) 

DOA  Division of Administration 

LBAC Louisiana Broadband Advisory Council 

LBI  Louisiana Broadband Initiative 

LCBGP Louisiana Communities Broadband Grant Program 

NTIA  National Telecommunications & Information Administration 

OIT  Office of Information Technology 

SBDD State Broadband Data and Development  

 

 

DEFINITIONS 
Broadband   A means of high-speed data transmission, in which large amounts  
    of data are transmitted across wired or wireless networks.  

Cash Match   Non-federal funds allocated specifically for the activities described 
    in an approved grant application package.   

In-Kind Match  Non-federally funded goods and services, rather than cash, that are  
    allocated specifically for the activities described in an approved 
    grant application package. 

Internet   The global communication network that allows almost all   
   computers worldwide to connect and exchange information. 
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Program Goals and Objectives 
 

The Division of Administration Office of Information Technology recognizes the term “barriers 
to broadband adoption” as the reasons why non-participating American households have elected 
to not subscribe to broadband.  According to “Home Broadband 2010” (Pew Research Center, 
Mr. Aaron Smith, August 11, 2010)3 and “Digital Nation II” (U.S. Dept. of Commerce 
Economic and Statistics Administration and National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration, November 8, 2010)4

• Don’t need high-speed internet 

, the following barriers are cited as many of the reasons for 
the Digital Divide: 

• Don’t want to introduce the negative elements of broadband into my home 
• Not interested in doing business online 
• Too expensive to have the service 
• Don’t own a computer 
• Don’t know how to use a computer or the internet 
• My physical disability prevents me from using the computer 
• Too old to learn computer skills 
• Not available where I live 

The goal of DOA/OIT is that the Louisiana Communities Broadband Grant Program (LCBGP) 
will benefit parish, municipal or tribal governmental agencies in rural areas that are currently un-
served or underserved by commercial providers, while addressing one or more of the barriers 
listed in the previously cited Pew Research Center and U.S. Dept. of Commerce studies.  Beyond 
that, the LCBGP should be an instrument of sustained broadband adoption in the communities 
that are beneficiaries of the program, by: 

• Increasing institutional awareness of the broadband issue at the local level; 
• Fostering creation of on-going planning efforts to expand broadband utilization on the 

local level;  
• Becoming a catalyst for future broadband projects, by applying the innovative ideas 

achieved in LCBGP projects to other communities facing the same barriers to broadband 
adoption currently faced by communities pursuing this funding opportunity. 

Refer to Appendix A for a list of sample projects.  

                                                             
3 Home Broadband 2010:  http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Home-Broadband-2010.aspx 
4 Digital Nation II: http://www.ntia.doc.gov/reports/2010/ESA_NTIA_US_Broadband_Adoption_Report_11082010.pdf 

http://www.pewinternet.org/Reports/2010/Home-Broadband-2010.aspx�
http://www.ntia.doc.gov/reports/2010/ESA_NTIA_US_Broadband_Adoption_Report_11082010.pdf�
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General Information for Applicants 

 
DOA / OIT Program Officers 

Name      Role 

Neal Underwood  Assistant Director, Statewide Technology 

David Moore   State Broadband Grant Administrator 

Brad Smith   State Broadband Grant Analyst 

 

Mailing Address     Street Address 

Division of Administration    Division of Administration 

Office of Information Technology   Office of Information Technology 

P.O. Box 94095     1201 N. Third St., Suite 2-130 

Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9095   Baton Rouge, LA  70802 

 

 

Contact Information 

OIT Telephone 225-219-9470 

FAX   225-219-9465 

Website  www.broadband.louisiana.gov 

Email   BroadbandLA@la.gov 

Facebook  Louisiana Broadband Initiative 

Twitter   @BroadbandLA 

 

  

http://www.broadband.louisiana.gov/�
mailto:BroadbandLA@la.gov�
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Background 

In July 2009, Governor Bobby Jindal designated the Division of Administration Office of 
Information Technology (DOA / OIT) as the entity to apply for and administer federal stimulus 
monies that were made available by the U.S. Dept. of Commerce National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration’s State Broadband Data and Development Grant Program under 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.  The initial round of ARRA 
awards allowed DOA / OIT to create a statewide broadband availability map5

In Summer 2010, NTIA invited the designated state entities to apply for a supplemental round of 
ARRA funding, to allow each state to promote sustained broadband adoption among 
communities that are traditionally un-served or underserved by commercial broadband providers.  
DOA / OIT received an additional award to fund a Technical Assistance Program, which consists 
of two components:  (1) the development of a rural education platform that is to provide training 
on the beneficial uses of broadband to rural Louisiana constituents; (2) a sub-grant program, 
known as the Louisiana Communities Broadband Grant Program (LCBGP) that will allow DOA 
/ OIT to pass $900,000 in ARRA funding to eligible governmental entities to assist in the 
expansion of broadband in their communities.  

.  This Louisiana 
map is a valuable planning resource in the areas of information technology, economic 
development, and education.  Additionally, its data contributed to the National Broadband Map, 
which was published by NTIA in February 2011. 

 

Eligible Applicants 

For the Technical Assistance Program, DOA / OIT identified Louisiana parishes that meet the 
following two criteria to be eligible for assistance: 

1. Rural parishes that are currently un-served or underserved by commercial broadband 
providers; 

2. Rural parishes in which ARRA-funded infrastructure investments were made through the 
Broadband Technology Opportunity Program (BTOP) and the Broadband Initiatives 
Program (BIP).   

The following 18 parishes were selected for eligibility in the Technical Assistance Program: 

• Allen • LaSalle 
• Avoyelles • Madison 
• Caldwell • Morehouse 

                                                             
5  The Louisiana Broadband Map is available at http://broadband.louisiana.gov/mapping.asp; The National 
Broadband Map may be referenced at http://www.broadbandmap.gov/. 
 

http://broadband.louisiana.gov/mapping.asp�
http://www.broadbandmap.gov/�
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• Catahoula • Pointe Coupee 
• Concordia • Richland 
• East Carroll • St. Helena 
• East Feliciana • Tensas 
• Franklin • Washington 
• Jefferson Davis • West Carroll 

 

All parish, municipal and tribal governments that exist within the 18 specified parishes are 
eligible to participate in the LCBGP.   

DOA / OIT is supportive of eligible government entities partnering with the following external 
entities in their grant proposals: 

• Other governmental entities from within the same eligible parish; 
• Governmental entities from other eligible parishes; 
• Governmental entities from ineligible parishes; 
• Non-governmental agencies; 
• Non-profit agencies; 
• Commercial broadband providers; 
• Private companies with experience in work associated with the grant proposal. 

Any proposed coalition, among the aforementioned entities, is eligible to participate in the 
LCBGP with the following conditions: 

1. A governmental entity from an eligible parish must submit the application, be the primary 
recipient of the award and assume responsibility for the project, on behalf of the 
coalition; 

2. A minimum of 50% of the participating governmental entities exist within the 18 
specified parishes; 

3. A document, signed by each coalition member, describing the agreement between 
coalition members is included in the grant application package; 

4. The benefit of award for each coalition entity is clearly explained in the grant proposal; 
5. The distribution of award funds for each coalition entity is clearly explained in the grant 

proposal. 

Should LCBGP funding remain after this initial grant offering, a second round, open to all 
rural parishes, will occur. 
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Type of Grant 

This application package is to be used when applying for funds for governmental projects that 
support the LCBGP goals and objectives.  Only single purpose applications will be accepted.  A 
single purpose grant provides funds for one primary need or activity, although that activity may 
be supported by auxiliary activities.  A single purpose grant example may be to coordinate a 
parish-wide community broadband assessment to demonstrate to commercial providers that their 
infrastructure investment in the community would prove to be beneficial.  An example of an 
auxiliary activity to support the single purpose would be to pay for services to conduct 
community surveys, recording the rates citizens are willing to pay for broadband service. 

Multi-purpose applications are not eligible for funding.  An application to coordinate the parish-
wide community broadband assessment discussed above and to enhance the parish government 
website to provide online forms that will allow citizens to request government services would be 
considered a multi-purpose application since the two major activities are not in support of one 
another, since they do not address one need. 

 

Size of Grant 

The maximum value for a grant award to applicants that represent a single eligible parish is 
$80,000.  The maximum value for a grant award to applicants that represent more than one 
eligible parish is $160,000. 

The applicant will not be allowed to request funds for reimbursement of pre-contractual costs, 
such as application preparation fees or administrative costs.  

 

Application Deadline 

The deadline for submittal of Louisiana Communities Broadband Grant Program applications is 
September 20, 2011.   

• If hand-delivered, applications must be received by the Division of Administration Office 
of Information Technology by 2:00 p.m. on September 20, 2011.  

• If mailed, the application must be delivered to the Division of Administration Office of 
Information Technology by 2:00 p.m. on September 20, 2011.  The applicant must obtain 
a “Certificate of Mailing” from the Post Office, certifying the date mailed.  DOA / OIT 
may require the applicant to submit the “Certificate of Mailing” to document compliance 
with the deadline. 

Any applications that do not meet the stated deadline requirements will not be rated. 
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An original and two copies of the completed application, as well as one electronic copy on CD or 
DVD, must be submitted to: 

Mail: Hand-Delivery: 
Division of Administration Division of Administration 
Office of Information Technology Office of Information Technology 
P.O. Box 94095 1201 N. Third St., Suite 2-130 
Baton Rouge, LA  70804-9095 Baton Rouge, LA  70802 

 

Program Duration 

Unless otherwise contractually specified, all grant activities must be completed by June 30, 2013. 

 

Conditions of Award 

1. Match Requirements: 

DOA / OIT is required to provide a 20% match of its total award for the NTIA grant that 
is funding the Louisiana Communities Broadband Grant Program and will require the 
same of LCBGP awardees.  Match computation is as follows: 

• 20% match of total project cost:  for instance, if the total cost for the proposed 
project is calculated to be $100,000, the match requirement represents 20% of the 
total project costs, or $20,000, and, the grant would provide the remaining 
$80,000. 

• 25% match of grant award:  using the same $100,000 total project cost as an 
example, the grant award is $80,000.  The match requirement is 25% of the 
$80,000 award, or $20,000. 

Match requirements may be achieved through a combination of cash and in-kind 
contributions.  When applicable, DOA / OIT will review and evaluate proposed in-kind 
contributions during the Project Selection Process, to ensure that they meet the in-kind 
contribution requirements of the State SBDD grant.  In the event that a LCBGP applicant 
proposes a disallowed in-kind contribution, DOA / OIT will notify the applicant during 
the Project Selection Process, allowing the applicant to amend only the match language 
of the LCBGP application.  An amendment to the activities of the application will not be 
allowed. 

2. Federal Law Compliance: 

Louisiana Communities Broadband Grant Program awardees will be responsible for 
adhering to federal statutes, regarding: 
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• General: 
o The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, Public Law No. 

111-5 (Feb. 17, 2009) 
o Broadband Data Improvement Act, Title I of Public Law No. 110-385, 

122 Stat. 4096 (Oct. 10, 2008). 
o Freedom of Information Act, Public Law No. 89-554, 80 Stat. 383 (July 4, 

1966; Amended 1996, 2002, 2007) 
o “Contract Cost Principles and Procedures”, 48 C.F.R. pt. 31. 
o Title 48 – Federal Acquisition Regulation 

• Matching Funds and Cost Sharing Requirements: 
o “Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and Cooperative 

Agreements to State and Local Governments,” 15 C.F.R. §  § 14.23, 24.3, 
24.22, 24.24. 

o OMB Circular A-87, “Cost Principles for State, Local, and Indian Tribal 
Governments” (Rev. May 10, 2004) 
 

3. Performance Requirements: 

DOA / OIT will monitor each LCBGP award to ensure the on-going viability of the 
projects.  Monitoring will include: 

• Review of invoices incurred by the project 
• Review of the documentation of in-kind contributions 
• Verification that tangible goods acquired with LCBGP funds are used exclusively 

for the project 
• Periodic review of the project plan to ensure the grantee is achieving project 

milestones according to plan 
• Review to ensure the timely resolution of any findings that may jeopardize the 

viability of the project. 
• For demonstration projects, performance metrics associated with the specific 

barriers to adoption that the project addresses must be captured as a baseline prior 
to project implementation and again at a period after project completion.  These 
metrics, accompanied by a white paper documenting project outcomes must be 
submitted prior to project closeout. 

Additionally, LCBGP grantees will be required to self-certify the achievement of their 
project milestones on a quarterly basis, in coordination with the grantee reporting 
requirements.   
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4. Reporting Requirements: 

As a condition of award for the SBDD grant, DOA / OIT must provide two quarterly 
reports to our federal partners: 

• U.S. Dept. of Commerce:  ARRA Report 
• NTIA:  Performance Report 

According to the U.S. Dept. of Commerce, any contract entity that receives ARRA 
funding for services provided in support of the SBDD grant award is defined as a “grant 
sub-recipient”.  Since the funding of the LCBGP is entirely ARRA-originated funds (with 
the exception of cash match), all LCBGP awardees will be ARRA Grant Sub-Recipients. 

DOA / OIT has accepted the responsibility to meet the ARRA and Performance 
Reporting requirements on behalf of its sub-recipients and vendors, but relies on its sub-
recipients for the timely distribution of the required information.  Refer to Appendix B 
for the Reporting Template. 

The quarterly reporting cycles end on the last days of March, June, September, and 
December each calendar year.  ARRA reports are due to the U.S. Dept. of Commerce no 
later than the tenth calendar day following the end of a quarter.  Performance reports are 
due to the NTIA no later than the thirtieth calendar day following the end of the quarter.   

It is the responsibility of all LCBGP awardees to provide their required information to 
DOA / OIT at least five days prior to the ARRA report and performance report deadlines.  
Failure to comply with the reporting requirements will violate the terms of the Awardee 
Contract and subject the awardee to penalties that may include the suspension of funding 
for its project. 

5. Contractual Requirements: 

Louisiana Communities Broadband Grant Program awardees will be required to enter 
into a contractual relationship with DOA / OIT, declaring the terms of the award 
(including, but not limited to, date parameters of the project, amount of award, match 
requirements, statement of work, and reporting requirements), as well as the 
responsibilities of each party. 
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Project Selection Process 

 
Preliminary Review 

1. Timeliness of Application:   
 
Applications that are received by OIT after the deadline will not be considered for 
funding. 
 

2. Completeness of Application:   
 
Applications will be reviewed for completeness.  The inclusion of incomplete forms may 
result in a lower overall score. 
 

3. Eligibility:   
 
Applications will be reviewed to determine if its proposal addresses one or more of the 
barriers to broadband adoption listed in the Program Goals and Objectives section herein.  
 
Applications will be reviewed to determine if the application is submitted by a 
governmental entity within the list of eligible parishes included in this NOFA.6

 
 

Ineligible proposals will not be rated. 

 

 Application Selection 

1. Rating Criteria:   
 
Upon completion of the preliminary review, all remaining applications will be rated 
according to the following factors: 
 

• Program Goals Alignment (50 points):  The extent to which the proposed project 
aligns with one or more of the following BDIA7

                                                             
6  While partnerships between eligible government entities and ineligible entities, such as governmental entities 
from ineligible parishes, non-governmental agencies, non-profit agencies, commercial providers, etc., the 
application must be submitted and administered by a governmental entity in an eligible parish. 

 National Objectives and 

7 Broadband Data Improvement Act (2008):  http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s110-1492 

http://www.govtrack.us/congress/billtext.xpd?bill=s110-1492�
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addresses one or more of the previously cited barriers to adoption will be a critical 
determinant in the rating of the proposals: 

o To identify and track the areas of low levels of deployment, the rate at 
which residential and business users adopt broadband service and other 
related information technology services, and possible suppliers of such 
services; 

o To identify barriers to the adoption of broadband service and information 
technology services; 

o To create and facilitate by parish or designated region in Louisiana, local 
technology planning teams; 

o To collaborate with broadband service providers and information 
technology companies to encourage deployment and use; 

o To establish computer ownership and Internet access programs in un-
served and areas with lower than average penetration on a national basis; 

o To collect and analyze detailed market data concerning use and demand 
for broadband service;  

o To facilitate information exchange regarding use and demand for 
broadband services between public and private sector users. 

 

Points in this category will be awarded based on the clarity of BDIA alignment 
and the ability of the project in addressing broadband adoption barriers. 

 
• Project Feasibility (50 points):  The feasibility of the proposed project will be 

another critical determinant in the rating of the proposals.  Proposers are urged to 
present a thorough overview of the projects goals, activities, and assumptions to 
demonstrate that the proposed project is well-conceived, well-planned and likely 
to be completed within the parameters of the timeframe that is associated with the 
activities in the plan. 
  

• Projected Outcomes (40 points):  The projected outcomes of the proposed project 
will carry significant weight in the rating of the proposals.  Proposers are urged to 
clearly explain the expected tangible benefits of the proposed project, as well as 
the methods by which the tangible benefits were projected.  Proposers should also 
describe its approach to performance measurement, to ensure that the success of 
the project can be accurately measured at the conclusion of the project. 
  

• Community Impact (40 points):  The expected community impacts of the 
proposed project will also carry significant weight in the rating of the proposals.  
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Proposers are urged to discuss the short-term and long-term benefits the project is 
expected to have on the communities that are impacted by the proposed project. 
 

• Public / Private Partnerships (20 points):  Proposed projects that are collaborative 
efforts between public and private partners will be awarded points, based on the 
nature of the partnerships.  Proposers are urged to list the responsibilities and 
benefits of each entity involved in the partnership. 
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Application Forms and Instructions 

 
Proposal 

The Proposal should be a detailed narrative that describes the proposed project, according to the 
following elements: 

• Project Cover Sheet 
• Executive Summary 
• Program Alignment 
• Problem Statement 
• Project Proposal 
• Project Deliverables / Timeline / Costs 
• Project Budget Narrative 
• Coalition Statement  

 

1. Project Cover Sheet:   
 
The Project Cover Sheet provides the Title of the Project, the applicant (eligible 
governmental entity), the authorizing official, the program administrator, and the point-
of-contact for the project.  The Project Cover Sheet Form Template is provided in 
Appendix B and is denoted as SF-1. 
 

2. Executive Summary: 

The Executive Summary should be a brief, concise summary of what the proposed 
project intends to accomplish.  It should be no longer than two (2) pages in length, single-
spaced in 12-point Times New Roman or equivalent. 

 

3. Program Alignment:   
 
The Program Alignment Form provides the BDIA national objective(s) and the Barrier(s) 
to Broadband Adoption that is being addressed by this project.  The Program Alignment 
Form Template is provided in Appendix B and is denoted as SF-2. 
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4. Problem Statement: 

The Problem Statement Form provides a description of the specific problem(s) that exist 
in the communities that will be impacted by the project.  The Problem Statement Form 
Template is provided in Appendix B and is denoted as SF-3. 

5. Project Proposal:   
 
The Project Proposal provides: 

a. A description of the project and how the project will solve the problem(s) listed in 
the Problem Statement; 

b. A description of how performance of the project will be measured, to prove that 
the project has achieved its goals. 
 

The Project Proposal should be no longer than twenty (20) pages in length, single-spaces 
in 12-point Times New Roman or equivalent. 
 

6. Project Deliverables:   
 
The Project Deliverables Form provides a detailed project plan, in the form of project 
deliverables, timelines, and costs, from program inception through conclusion.  The 
Project Deliverables Form Template is provided in Appendix B and is denoted as SF-4. 
 

7. Project Budget Narrative:   
 
The Project Budget Narrative provides a detailed breakdown of the proposed budget of 
the project.  Each of the following applicable budget categories should be included in the 
description of how the grant money will be expended during the project and should 
include total project costs (combination of grant and match dollars): 

• Personnel Salaries 
• Fringe Benefits 
• Travel 
• Equipment 
• Materials / Supplies 
• Sub-Contracts 
• Construction 
• Other Indirect Costs 

 
The grant / match relationship is of critical importance in the budget narrative, including 
the justification of any in-kind contributions that are proposed to serve as match for the 
project.  A separate section in the Project Budget Narrative should be singularly focused 
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on describing the match proposed for the funding, as well as the timeline that the match 
will be realized to demonstrate that the applicant maintains its 20% match requirements 
throughout the project.  
 
The Project Budget Narrative should be no longer than five (5) pages in length, single-
spaces in 12-point Times New Roman or equivalent. 
 

8. Coalition Statement:   
 
The Coalition Statement Form provides a detailed view into the partnerships between 
eligible and ineligible governmental entities, as well as any non-profit agencies, non-
governmental agencies, and private companies that will benefit from the completion of 
project deliverables and milestones.   
 
The Coalition Statement should indicate: 

• The primary recipient of the grant 
• Each participating governmental entity and whether these governmental entities 

exist within an eligible parish 
• The project responsibilities of each coalition member 
• The project funds that will be disbursed to each coalition member 
• An authorized signature from each coalition member, indicating their approval of 

the conditions of the partnership that is presenting a proposal to the LCBGP. 
 
The Coalition Statement should be no longer than two (2) pages in length, single-spaces 
in 12-point Times New Roman or equivalent. 
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Appendix A:  Sample Projects  
 

Sample projects that can be funded through the LCBGP, include the following: 

• Develop a Broadband Plan for the applicant’s service area, focusing on a specific 
objective, such as: 

o E-Government 
o Community Services 
o Support of the Connect My Louisiana or other broadband awareness training 

programs 
• Build / enhance a parish or municipal government website to include: 

o Streaming or recording Police Jury / City Council Meetings 
o Forms requesting government services (to be printed, completed, mailed) 
o Online forms requesting government services (utilizing electronic submittal) 
o Fee submittal (paying for parking / traffic / other fines) 
o Providing a Community Calendar 
o Providing a link to contact City Hall (for complaints, requests for services, etc.) 

• Coordinate a parish-wide / town-wide community broadband assessment to demonstrate 
to commercial providers that their infrastructure investment in your community will 
prove to be beneficial 

• Partner with non-profit organizations to design programs that provide one-on-one 
computer awareness training programs for demographic groups that lag behind the digital 
divide, including: 

o Senior citizens 
o African Americans 
o Hispanics 
o Rural citizens 

• Provide technical assistance for computer training courses for small businesses, for 
courses that include: 

o Introduction to the PC 
o Online Job Posting / Recruitment 
o Building a Small Business website 
o Social Media 

Please note that this is by no means an exhaustive list of eligible projects.  As long as your 
project aligns with our program goals and objectives and is submitted by an eligible 
governmental entity, it will be considered for award.  
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Appendix B:  Templates 

 



Form         
SF-1

email
phone
alt. phone

1.  I hereby certify that the proposed project is designed to address one or more of the national
objectives listed in the Louisana Broadband Grant Application package.

2.  I hereby certify that the proposed project is designed to address one or more of the barriers
to broadband adoption listed in the Louisiana Broadband Grant Application package.

3.  I hereby certify that no resources obtained under this grant shall be utilized for any purposes
other than those necessary to achieve the goals and milestones stated in this
proposal.

4.  I understand that all funds must be expended between September 15, 2011 and June 30, 2013.

5.  I understand that upon grant award, my agency will be responsible for financial reporting, in
accordance with guidelines set forth in the Louisiana Broadband Grant Application
package.

6.  I hereby certify that this program will be administered in accordance with the policies and 
regulations of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  

Print Name of Authorizing Official Title of Authorizing Official

Signature of Authorizing Official Date

Louisiana Broadband Grant Program
Project Cover Sheet

Project Title

Applicant

Certification 
Statement

Project Lead

Contact Information



Form     
SF-2

In this section, provide each BDIA national objective that will be addressed by the proposed project, along with 
associated barrier(s) to adoption / beneficiaries of the project.  Space is provided for projects addressing
multiple BDIA objectives, barriers to adoption and beneficiaries.

1.  To identify and track the areas of low levels of deployment, the rate at which residential and business 
users adopt broadband service and other related information technology services, and possible
suppliers of such services.

2.  To identify barriers to the adoption of broadband service and information technology services.
3.  To create and facilitate by parish or designated region in Louisiana, local technology planning teams.
4.  To collaborate with broadband service providers and information technology companies to encourage 

deployment and use.
5.  To establish computer ownership and Internet access programs in unserved and areas with lower than

average penetration on a national basis.
6.  To collect and analyze detailed market data concerning use and deman for broadband service.
7.  To facilitate information exchange regarding use and demand for broadband services between public and

private sector users.

Barrier BeneficiaryBDIA Objective 
Number

Project Alignment

BDIA Objectives

Louisiana Broadband Grant Program
Program Alignment

Project Title



Form     
SF-3

In this section, provide both a description of the specific problem(s) that exists in the eligible community,
as well as a description of the proposed project that will solve the problem(s).

Louisiana Broadband Grant Program
Project Proposal

Project Title

Problem Statement



Form     
SF-4

In this section, provide a list of project deliverables, with associated costs and timelines for each.

Deliverable

Louisiana Broadband Grant Program
Project Deliverables

Project Title

Project Deliverables
Cost Timeline (begin/end dates)



Invoice Template

Grantee Agency
Address 1
Address 2
City, State, Zip
Telephone
FAX

Date of Invoice

Control Number  / Invoice Number

State of Louisiana / Louisiana Broadband Initiative
Office of Information Technology
1201 N. Third St., Suite 2-130
Baton Rouge, LA  70802-5145

Project Title: Total Invoice Amount:

Expenditure Items for Current Invoice (attach documentation for each item)
Line Item Amount

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Match Items for Current Invoice (attach documentation for each item)
Line Item Amount

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Amount

Match Ratio

Invoice Summary

City, State, Zip

Direct Charges
Match
Total Charges

Grantee Letterhead

Remit to:
Grantee Agency

Address 1
Address 2



Reporting Template

LOUISIANA BROADBAND INITIATIVE

SUB-RECIPIENT INFORMATION Section B
Sub-Recipient Name
Sub-Recipient DUNS Number
Sub-Award Number
Sub-Recipient Congressional District
Sub-Recipient Type
Amount of Sub-Award
Ultimate Value of Sub-Award
Sub-Award Date
Sub-Award Period Start Date
Sub-Award Period End Date
Sub-Recipient Place of Performance
Sub-Recipient Place of Performance - Location Code
Sub-Recipient Place of Performance - County Code 
(optional)
Sub-Recipient Place of Performance State - Congressional 
District
Sub-Recipient Area of Benefit
JOBS CREATED/RETAINED Section C
Estimated Jobs Created/Retained per your budget and SOW 
for quarter ending June 30, 2011.
Job Titles FTE Percentage

Please insert more rows as needed.

Sub-Recipient Highly Compensated Officers Section D
Exempt from reporting compensation?
If not exempt per Section 1512 of ARRA,
Highest Compensated Officers:
Officer 1 Name
Officer 1 Compensation
Officer 2 Name
Officer 2 Compensation
Officer 3 Name
Officer 3 Compensation
Officer 4 Name
Officer 4 Compensation
Officer 5 Name
Officer 5 Compensation
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